"Wholly, Holey!" 

Text: II Corinthians 5:1?, 

"Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation; old things are 
r ~sed away; behold, all things are become new." 

Mark 2:21, "Bo man seweth a piece of new cloth on an old garment, wise the 
new piece that filled it up taketh away from the old, and the 
tear is made worse." 

Scripture: II Corinthians 5 

In the 2nd chapter of Mark, the 21st verse, Jesus gave an object lesson to 

to 
His disciples, n the disciples of Jojpi and h± the phazisEas disciples of 

the Pharisees. He told them, "Ho man seweth a piece of new cloth on an old 

garment, else t&e new piece that filled it up taketh away from the old, and 

the tear is made worse." This is a lesson that we can prove just as I did 

with a pair of old blue jeans, or that we can prove with our lives. Host 

of us perhaps have a pet sweater or jacket and when it needs mending we 

patch it, but there comes a time when it can no longer be patched, but in- 

(In this scrip. Js is telling us indirectly, that we pre 
stead must be discarded, "v/holly, holey," or completely and entirely full of 

holes that need patching, 
jtand on the threshold of another new year. Most people look forward to/ 

the new year by looking back over their lives , and then determining to do / 



iw/ 



better in the next twelve months. Many of these people will actually draw? 
up a list of resolutions that they will strive to keep in the new year, qlut 
as is so often the case, after a matter of daeks or even only days, the 
same old pattern of life emerges and the person is no better off than he 
was the previous year. This is what Jesus is saying when He speaks of try- 
ing fruitlessly to sew new patches on old garments. He did not go on to say 
that we should discard the garment and throw it away. But I believe that it 
is implied in this verse, because He did not go on to elaborate how to mend 
that garment. But when we read what Paul wrote to the Corinthians in the 
portion of Jcripture we read this morning, I believe that we can see that 
Pauib is givirg the solution to the problem of sewing patches on old garments. 
Ajv_ in particular he gives the solution in the 17th verse, where he states, 

" Jheref ore , if any man xxxi be in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are become new." 



-2- 
Paul was saying that when one is a Christian, he is involved in being or 
be' ning different from others. 

The biographers of Louis the 16th of .'ranee wrote of him, "He was an amiable 
and upright man who would doubtless have made a good leader in a time of peace.' 
But unfortunately for him, his ancestors had left him a revolution to reign 
in. And we are involved in a rev -lution today. A revolution that threatens 
us on all sides. It amounts to a revolution of the old and the new clashing 
in all areas of life. This doesn't mean that all that is new, is acceptable 
or goood, nor does it mean that all thst is old is the best for all. It does 
mean instead, that we look at new and old and make the decisions and judgements 
that are necessary to change things for the better. 

It is custom that breeds revolution. "we cannot try that, because it is our 
custom to do it this way," someone says. Or, "We have always done it in this 
manner and we ^-re not about to change," another one may say. If you men will 
lo r ' at the sleeves of your suti coats, you will notice one, two three, maybe 
four buttons there. Do you know why they are there? The reason is because 
in monasteries many centuries ago, the old monks had trouble eating their 
soup. ,','ith the loose sleeves in their robes, the sleeves often ended up in 
the soup, and so they sewed buttons on the sleeves to geep them out of the 
soup. Another story is that the troops of Napolean had the sloppiest and 
dirtiest sleeves in their uniforms because they used the sleeves to wipe their 
runny noses in cold weather. Napolean orderes buttons be sewn on the sleeves, 
the HH±r button^ hurt a fellows nose if he tried to wipe it with his sleeves, 
and thus we c have buttons on our sleeves today that serve no useful purpose. 

e have all sorts of buttons left over from yesterday. Buttons that we do 
not need, that have become customs we have outgrown. Most of us have wondered 
sometimes how streets have gotten in a certain place. Many streets started 
ou + \s a cattle path through a pasture, which became footpaths for men, and 
then a wagon EHtk track, and then a road and finally, a city street. We 
speculate who could have laid out such a crooked meandering street, and we 
never face the fact that we are following the ftath o<& some dumb cow because of 



custom. But the real change and the need for change is in the people who 
fol" ■>!«/ these age old customs. 

But we are reluctant to change because we like to say, "we are set in our ways." 
But this is untrue, "because we are not set in our ways, we are merely unwill- 
ing to step out in new directions and to alter our lives. 
(Illustration of woman moving to California) 

Here was a hh woman who was all wrapped up in herself. Bhe was concerned about 
her lonliness, her lack of friends,, The real problem was that she was unwill- 
ing to go out of her way to adjust to her new life. It was only when she found 
out by accident fctai what it took to change, that she was able to change her 
life from one of lonliness to one of happiness. 

And this is what I aul was saying to the Corinthians. He was telling them that 
if any man calls himself a follower of Christ he is a new creation. He is a 
changed individual. Pie is a new person. This is also what Jesus was saying 
whe- he told Nicodemus that a man had to be born again. He meant that when a 
person becomes a follower of Him, he is reborn, spiritually. All of the love 
for the old habits and ways of the world should become things of the. past. 
All of the old traits, the sourness, the bitterness, hafceE miserableness, 
fits of anger, temper tantrums, vulgar language and swearing, selfishness, 
envy, hatred, greed, all of these should be done away with when we become 
Christians. ./hen we accept Christ as our Lord and Gaviour, our lives should 
become different. 

But people say, "Jure , preacher we know th„t. lou make is sound so easy, and 
it sure looks good, but it sure is hard to do and I find myself slipping back 
into the same old groove." It is not an easy thing, and I will never try to 
tell anyone otherwise. I fight a continuos batlle in my life to overcome 
a lot of the pet peeves, and pet habits I have stored up in my lifetime. If 
any^e tells you it is easy, he is wrong. £ven Jesus did not state that it 
was easy and simple, for he said narrow is the road that leads to everlasting 
life. 



{ ST, PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Sutler, Penneylvani a 
First Sunday After Christmas December 2^, ] 974 
Rev. Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs, Marilyn Stephenson, Organist 
Mr. Ralph Cooper, Choir Dj rector 
Joal Marte, Patty Gasehore - Acolytes 

ORDER OF WORSHIP I I JQO A.M. 

Prelude: !t A Chrjstmas Pastorale" 

Si lent Prayer 
•Processional Hymn No. 120 "Joy to the world!" 
•Ascription - Choral Amen 

*EXHQRTATfON 

^Confession (In Unison) "0 Goo a who puttest into our 

HEARTS SUCH DEEF DESIRES THAT WE CaNNqT Be AT PEACE 
UNTIL we rest in thee: MERCIFULLY GRANT THAT THE 

longing of our souls may not -so unsatisfied because 
of any unrighteousness of life that MAY SEPARATE US 

fhom thee, open our mi nd3 to the counsels of eternal 
wisdom; fireathl into our s ouls the pface wh i ch passeth 
understanding. Let our hunger anci thirst re for 
righteousness, that we may be filled v] th the bread of 
heaven, l0rd» s i ve us grace to seek first thv k 1 nqdqm ; 
and we know that thou wilt ado unto us all things needful, 
Amen. " 

*Kyrie (Choir, Congregation and Pastor) 

♦Assurance of Paroqn - Choral Amen 

"Praise 

*PaST0HI '0 LoRO OPEN OUR Li PS . 

"People: And our Mouth shall show forth thy praise 
•Doxology No. 551 
Scripture Lesson: II Corimthians 5 

Hymn No. 102 "Hark, the herals angels sing 1 ' 

'Affirmation of our Faith (Apostles 1 Creed) 
•Gljri a PatrI 
"Call to Prayer 

•Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
•People! And with thy spirit. 
•Pastor! Let us Pray, 
•Prayer and Frayer Response 
per I NG 



Offertory "In His Holy Presence" Clarke 

Requiem Os&ervamce "Kvmn No- UlB "For all the baint 

•Anthem: "The Wag 1 Ir Wilson Solo - Richard Barton 

Sermon: "WHOLLY, HOLEY!" 

Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
•Hymn of Dedication No. , , 7 n THoJ Jo¥rtJl ji 
^Benediction and Three Fold Amen 

Organ Postluoe: "Welsh New Year Carol" arr. Simone 
--------- 'Congregation Standing ------ 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have been placed by 
Mrs, Bern ice Nicholas IN Lqvtng memory of her "Husband" 
Serving as Ushers today are: *Alvin Tajt, Robert 

Stewart t James WcClvmonds and Mike NazaruK. 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Killean will represent Council at 

the door today. 
The attendance last Sunday and Christmas Eve. was 2gU, 
-^■Hospitalized: Mrs, Heg 1 nrotham #5?6; Mrs . Grace 
Charleton #527 and Mrs. Dorothy Nicholas 267. 
Nursery will be provided today by ; Mrs. Philip 

Snyder and Paula Stephenson. 
Members and Friends who Have departed St. Paul's 

DURl NG tgyU. 

Mft, Thomas Ra^ond* Mrs. Mae Wettzel 

Mrs. Margaret Weeter Mrs, Helen Louise Custead 

Mr. Paul Harper Mrs. Anna Grace Wiles 

Mr. Carl F. Miller Mrs. Ronald Roth (Frjend) 

Mrs. Gladys E. Winters Mrs, Mabel Moulds (Friend) 
Mrs, Betty Jean Filson Miss Anna A. Sell (Friend) 

Mrs, Ida Mae Lberhart (Friend) 
Financial Secretary's Books will close as of Dec. 31, 
197^1 a ^v monies given after tuesday will be credited 
to 197*. 
All organizations should have reports in for yearbook 
as soon as possible, 
^>"for \ 975 - we are initiating a program of reading 
the slsle through in a year. we will include this 
material w i th the mailing of the newsletter. 

^^"OrDI NAT ION TAPES ARE AVAILABLE AT A COST OF $2.00 

each. Anyone wishing to have one - please let us 
know in the Office. JGfF jy* J ?Ff/i. ^^tffa a** 7?f/J 
Flowers for the Altar open: Jan. 26: F CB . 2, 16, 23: 
March 2, 

iVelcone visitor a/sign card, book 



'' .holiby, Holey! " 

f-*rk 2:21, object lesson 

. CLOTH OK 4B OLD G 



.'HAT PILLED IT UP TAKE'E: 
: , I 

Js speak ills, John, Pharisees disciples 
" " unsanfori2ed cloth 
" say we "Wholly, Holey!" 

Hew yr and resolutions 
Scrip Paul wrote Corinthians, 5:17 



BEHOLD. ALL 



THIHGG AHS BECOME TCT ." 

lift person become Xpian, he change, become different 
(illust Louis 16 France) 

'edecess revolution, we revotu old/new 
custom breed revolu 
(illust buttons sleeves, cattle trail, streets) 
.ieal change needed peop follow old customs 
rays, we afraid step out new direction 
(illust. woman fflove Calif.) 
woman all wrapped self 
i say to Cor. Js say to Nico "Be Born again" 
all old habits/traits in past, spiritual rebirth 
peop say, "we know, U make sound easy preach" 
Kot easy, I fight battle all time too 
lay not easy, narrow way 
vlllust B. Graham man extremes) 

slip, fall many time, Js pick up, this "2!ew CE 1 
ead call Js, not self-pity, 
thus fight JStan ?:• forces 
(Illus Alex Gr. & soldier) 
ins hate, call self Xpian, is not 

refuse give up old habits/haunts not 
" no break with past not Xpian 

continue old ways that Unxpian, not Xpian 

V/e may be "WHOLLY, HOLEY" but can become New Ciienti 
Must come to Js, cannot do otherwise 
(Text from Cor.) 
(Text from Hark) 
111 burden is upon each of us, 

"Fellow soldiers who call ourselves Christian, 
We must either change our names, or change our 
Conduct, p o 75 is a good time to start. 



holly, Holey!" 

Text: II Corinthians 5:17, 

'ore, if any man he in Christ, he is a new 
tion; old things are passed away; behold, all 
thirds are become new." 

- 2:21, "No man seweth a piece of new cloth on 
an old garment, else the new piece that filled it up 
taketh away from the old, and the tear is made worse 

2nd chap. Hark 21 object lesson 
Js gave discs His/Jn^Pharis 
(read text, rip jeans) 

oeak unsanforized cloth 
But as did with jeans Js speak us as well 
Pet sweater/ jacket, patch/patch/patch 
finally must discard 
In scrip Js tell us we "V/holly, Holey! 2 
we need patch 
Threshold new yr 
peop draw resol 4 new yr 
afber wks/days old pattern life, & no better off 
fhis Js say wen fruitless put patch garm 
He no say throw away, 
but implied in vs 
■en real Jor scrip read wat F wrote , 
we see P give solut prob sew patch old garms 
In partic he give solut 17 vs (read text) 
P say 1 Bcome Xpian he become diff/changed 
(Illus. Louis 16th) 

Unfortun 4- him ancestors left him revolu 2 reign 
■" revolu 2day, 
' 3Vo.lu tween old/new 

means we look new/old, make decis necess change 
things 4 better 
It is custom that breeds revolu 
" la cannot try that, Bcause our cust do this way." 

"we always done it this manner, & not about 2chang 
(Illust. buttons on sleeve) 
( " paths, crooked streets) 
ileal change needed in peop who fill age old oust 
We reluc ch Bcause we like say, "we set in ways" 
This untru, we no set ways, we merely unwill 
step out new direc & 2 alter living 
(illus. woman move Calif.) 
Here woman wrapped in self/concern lonli her choos 
y fill adjust new life 
„flly wen accident she found what took 2 change 
she change life from lonli 2 one of happi 



i'his wat P say Oorinths 2/ 

He tell them, any man calls self follow Js Xp, 
is new creation. 
'% change individ, new person 

is Js say, "Be born again" to Kicodem 
TT e mean person follower Him, he re-born spiritual 
All jve 4- old habits, haunts should be in past 
All old traits/sourness/bitterness/miserableness/ 
fits anger/temper tantrums/vulgar lang/swearing 
obscenely/self ishness/envy /hatred/strife/greed, 
all should be done away with wen Bcome Xpians 

But peop say, "Gure, preach we know, 
you make sound easy/looks good, but hard 2 do," 
It not easy, & I never tell anyone otherwise 
I fite contin battle my life overcome things of 
pas-g, pet habits/peeves etc. 
>n Js state not easy, 
Narrow is the way leads everlast life 
(Illust Man write Billy Graham tell beat up wife et£) 

e know it not easy B complete new creations as 
P said should and would 
Slip & fall many times maybe, 
But Js there 2 lift up & help us 
This what mean "New Creation" 

No longer need wallow self-pity wen things gloomy 
& looking down. 
Need only call upon Js '* He lift out despair 
This why should read WORD of G daily 
This why should pray constantly daily 
Prom things of G, we gain strength fite iatan 
Horces. 

(Ilius. Alexander Great & change self or name) 
ayl who hate others calls self Xpian, is not 
" " refuse give up old ways & habits not Xpian 
" " " break with past not Xpian 
" " continue, env/miser/vulgar/unforgiv/hateful 
etc , things UnXpian not Xpian. 

tfe nay be "WHOLLY, HOLLY" but can become new Creatioi 
But must come to Js , cannot do otherwise 

"THEREFORE, IP MY HAH 3E IN CHRIST, ILL IS A NEW 

OB ; OLD THING., . . ; MOLD, ALL 
THINGS ARE BECOME NEW." 

"No man seweth a piece of new cloth on an old gar- 
oe' , else the new piece that filled it up taketh 
aw&y from the old, and the tear us made worse." 

i'he burden is upon each of us, "Soldiers, either 
change your names, or change your conduct," & 75 
gooa time to st n rt. 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his 1 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



